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murder of millions who take no part in fighting, and the
starvation of those who remain.

Yet if it is science that has made this possible, it is also
science, the search for more knowledge, that alone can save
us. For knowledge can be used either to kill or to save,
to construct or to destroy.

First, let us learn something about a few of the most
important discoveries in the science
of medicine, the art of removing
pain and curing disease. During
the past hundred years there have
been so many wonderful things
achieved in this field, by so many
clever" doctors and scientists of
different countries, that it is hard
to pick out one or two of them as
the most important of all. But
LORD LISTER           perhaps no discovery has done

more   to  save  people  who  have

suffered wounds and undergone operations than that of
JOSEPH LISTER, who began his career as a young surgeon in
a Glasgow hospital.

Lister was horrified to note how large a number of
patients died after having been successfully operated upon!
That is, even when an injured part had been set right by a
surgical operation, the patient died through the poisoning
of his blood. Young Lister set himself to find out the
cause of this. After many careful observations he dis-
covered in 1865 that the poisoning was due to germs or
microbes which exist in huge quantities in the atmosphere
around us, and in water. These getdnto wounds, causing
them to become 'septic', i.e., the flesh begins to rot or de-
cay, and the poisonous matter passes into the blood. To
prevent this, it was obviously necessary to find some sub-
stance which would be '^/-septic*. Lister found that
carbolic acid is such a substance: no germs can live in it*
tmt it does no harm to the body, provided that it is applied
on the outside, and not swallowed. By dressing due